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H1N1 Trend Update

The trend of H1N1 cases arising outside of the U.S. that 
can be ascribed to travelers coming from the U.S. contin-
ued today as Cambodia, Iraq, and Indonesia all confirmed 
their first cases of the H1N1 virus. An American student 
visiting Cambodia as part of a school group was con-
firmed to be carrying the virus after exhibiting symptoms 
upon her arrival on Friday.1 Iraq confirmed its first cases 
in six players on the women’s national basketball team 
who recently returned from Chicago. A seventh player 
was confirmed to be carrying the virus as the team passed 
through Jordan and was kept there to recover.2 Finally, 
Bulgaria, which has 5 confirmed cases of the H1N1 virus, 
confirmed today two new cases in a child and grandparent 
who recently returned from the U.S.3 

Other countries are also seeing foreign cases arise that 
can be ascribed to travelers arriving from their country. 
Today, Indonesia confirmed its first H1N1 cases in a pilot 
returning from a trip to Australia and Hong Kong, and 
in a British woman traveling from Australia. The Health 
Minister has already voiced concern about the H1N1 virus 
combining with the H5N1 virus in Indonesia and these 
cases have triggered concerns about more Australian tour-
ists importing the H1N1 virus. 4 They have already imple-
mented special health measures to monitor passengers 
entering the country, but the Health Minister said that she 
is still “very worried” about people bringing in the virus 
from Australia.5 Serbia also confirmed its first case of the 
H1N1 virus in a 29 year-old man who recently returned 

H1N1 Perceptions Altering  
US and UK Travel Plans 

A survey of Qatar citizens revealed that 90% of the par-
ticipants have changed their holiday and summer travel 
plans because of the H1N1 pandemic. Normally the U.S. 
and U.K. are popular destinations during Qatari holidays, 
but the majority of participants said they would now stay 
within Qatar or other Gulf nations for the holidays. One 
participant said, “Traveling to the U.S. this year will be 
like a suicide attempt,” while another participant stated, 
“It is natural that nobody would travel to the U.S. or 
Europe now… I cannot take a risk and go to those coun-
tries which have been badly hit by the H1N1 virus.”7

This was a very small survey, involving only 20 partici-
pants, so only so much can be concluded from its find-
ings. Still, it is a small indicator of perceptions and atti-
tudes developing toward the U.S. in relation to the H1N1 
pandemic. 

This document has been prepared by bio-era as a part of the “Thinking Ahead” service, designed to support 
commercial decision-making in response to the anticipated commercial and economic impacts of novel H1N1 
pandemic influenza. The service seeks to monitor and evaluate current developments based on their significance 
with respect to three criteria: the significance of the news item for (1) the evolution of the physical disease 
event; (2) its effects on perceptions of threat (i.e., fear); and (3) examples of reaction or response to (1) and (2) 
above. To the extent possible, bio-era seeks to integrate an understanding of the particular news items identified 
as leading indicators or signposts within a broader bio-era scenario-based decision-support framework. To learn 
more about the service, the scenarios framework, or to enroll, please visit www.bio-era.net.
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from Argentina.6 Argentina has seen a surge in the number 
of confirmed H1N1 cases over the past two weeks. 
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Caribbean Nations  
Concerned About the  
Spread of H1N1
Member States of the Caribbean Community 
(CARICOM) have called an emergency meeting of Chief 
Medical Officers as concern continues to grow over the 
spread of the H1N1 virus throughout the Caribbean. 
They hope to create new protocols for the region, par-
ticularly dealing with the movement of people related to 
tourism. This comes following recent issues with a cruise 
ship being turned away from three Caribbean coun-
tries because passengers and crew were exhibiting flu-like 
symptoms. Eventually, the ship was allowed to port in 
Aruba to disembark passengers. “We want to ensure that 
we in no way end up with varying strategies that may be 
to the disadvantage of some countries, hence we are hav-
ing a joint approach on this very important issue,” stated a 
CARICOM official.12 Last week the inaugural Caribbean 
Games were cancelled due to concern over the spread of 
H1N1.13

Brazil and Malaysia Enacting 
New Travel Controls

Yesterday Brazil’s Health Ministry announced that it will 
start enforcing new control measures on incoming flights 
from Argentina in an effort to prevent the spread of the 
H1N1 virus. The new measures include requiring pas-
sengers to fill out special health forms and requiring the 
airline to provide a list of passengers and their contact 
information. Customs authorities may also now isolate 
passengers showing any flu-like symptoms. The Ministry 
also recommended that Brazilians refrain from traveling to 
Argentina and Chile because these countries have seen the 
highest outbreak of cases in South America.8 

Malaysia is asking students and travelers returning from 
the U.S., U.K., Australia, and the Philippines to impose 
seven day self quarantines. The country has reported the 
majority of its H1N1 cases have involved people returning 
from these countries. 9 

Argentina Makes More  
Room for H1N1 Patients

Yesterday, Argentina’s Health Minister confirmed that the 
Malvinas Argentinas Hospital will be evacuated in order 
to exclusively treat patients.10 The hospital will reserve its 
capacity to treat up to 100 people for H1N1 patients in 
critical condition. The announcement came after health 
officials also confirmed that in order to free up medical 
facilities in the province of Buenos Aires, hospitals will 
be postponing all non-urgent surgeries for an unspeci-
fied period of time. Argentina’s Health Minister said that 
nearly 20% of the province’s population is seeking medi-
cal treatment for flu-like symptoms and that hospitals are 
‘overwhelmed’ by these conditions.11  
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Two More African Countries 
Confirm H1N1 Cases

Today, the WHO confirmed that two more Sub-Sahara 
African countries, Cape Verde and the Cote d’Ivore (Ivory 
Coast), have confirmed cases of the H1N1 virus. Cape 
Verde has confirmed three cases of the virus while the 
Ivory Coast confirmed two.14 All five cases are confirmed 
to have been imported from outside Africa. Algeria also 
reported its first case of the virus, in a patient that was in 
close contact with an imported case.15
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Indicates or portends higher 
transmission, transmissability, 
and/or virulence of the disease

Indicates or promotes
heightened fear of the disease

Expected to exacerbate
disease impacts

No Net 
Change

No Net 
Effect

No Net 
Impact

Indicates or portends lower 
transmission, transmissability, 

and/or virulence of the disease

Indicates or promotes 
lower fear of the disease

Expected to mitigate 
disease impacts 

Physical Evolution
How significant is the development with respect to 
the evolution, transmissability, and virulence of the 
disease?

Perception
How significant is the development with respect to 
perceptions of threat (i.e., fears of the disease)?

Response/Reaction
To what degree does the response help or hinder 
the effort to mitigate the impacts the disease?

-2 0 2

-2 0 2

Bio-era's judgement regarding the extent to which a development is positive or negative for: (1) the 
physical evolution of the disease, (2) perceptions of the disease, and (3) future disease event impacts.

Bio-era's meter weighing the extent to which daily developments 
are positive or negative in regard to: (1) the physical evolution of 
the disease, (2) perceptions of the disease, and (3) future 
disease event impacts.

Negative Developments Positive Developments

Bio-era's meter weighing the extent to which daily developments 
are positive or negative in regard to: (1) the physical evolution of 
the disease, (2) perceptions of the disease, and (3) future 
disease event impacts.

Negative Developments Positive Developments
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