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H1N1 Trend Update

The trend of countries reporting cases of the H1N1 virus 
imported from abroad continued the last three days. 
Today, Slovakia confirmed its eighth case of the H1N1 
virus and all eight cases have been confirmed in people 
who recently returned from the U.S.1 Lithuania confirmed 
its first case of the virus in a sailor that recently came 
from India.2 Indonesia has confirmed three more cases 
of the virus in tourists on the island of Bali, bringing the 
country’s total to five cases. In response, authorities in Bali 
are now requiring all passengers coming from abroad to 
undergo blood checks at the airport.3

Thursday, the small country of Laos confirmed its first 
cases of the H1N1 virus in an American boy, Australian 
man, and another traveler whose nationality was 
unknown. Cambodia confirmed three more cases of the 
virus in American students after reporting its first case on 
Wednesday in an American student from the same group.4

Wednesday afternoon, Bangladesh confirmed six new cases 
of H1N1, bringing its total number of cases to seven. All 
seven cases had recently returned from the U.S.5 Slovenia 
confirmed its second case of the virus in a woman who 
returned from the U.S. after a South American cruise.6 
Lebanon confirmed five new cases of the virus, bringing 
their total to 30, all of which they have confirmed were 
brought in from abroad.7 

This document has been prepared by bio-era as a part of the “Thinking Ahead” service, designed to support 
commercial decision-making in response to the anticipated commercial and economic impacts of novel H1N1 
pandemic influenza. The service seeks to monitor and evaluate current developments based on their significance 
with respect to three criteria: the significance of the news item for (1) the evolution of the physical disease 
event; (2) its effects on perceptions of threat (i.e., fear); and (3) examples of reaction or response to (1) and (2) 
above. To the extent possible, bio-era seeks to integrate an understanding of the particular news items identified 
as leading indicators or signposts within a broader bio-era scenario-based decision-support framework. To learn 
more about the service, the scenarios framework, or to enroll, please visit www.bio-era.net.

WHO and CDC  
Announcements

Thursday, the Director General of the WHO announced 
that at the moment, the H1N1 virus is “stable” and is not 
mutating.8 This announcement comes a week after reports 
that Brazilian scientists had identified a new strain of the 
virus in a local patient. The WHO is reporting 59,814 
confirmed cases worldwide, including 263 deaths.9 

 The announcement came the same day that a spokesper-
son for the CDC announced that it estimates at least one 
million people in the U.S. could now have the H1N1 
virus. The estimates are based off mathematical modeling 
and were announced at an advisory meeting.10 

Wednesday, Health Officials in Monroe County New York 
said that “very high volumes” of patients visiting medi-
cal facilities are causing an enormous strain on the health 
care infrastructure. Officials urged people suffering from 
only mild symptoms to stay home and call their doctors 
for advice, in order to ensure that people exhibiting severe 
symptoms can obtain treatment.11 
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Singapore Shifting  
to Mitigation Phase;  
UK Soon to Follow?

The National Scientific Committee of Singapore expects 
the country to shift into a full mitigation stage for the 
H1N1 virus within the next two weeks. They feel the virus 
has passed the tipping point as evidence confirmed that in 
only one week, the H1N1 virus accounted for 5% of the 
country’s flu cases. Singapore will move into its mitigation 
phase once the virus accounts for 15% of the country’s 
total flu cases. In a mitigation phase the focus will shift 
from trying to contain the spread of the virus, to concen-
trating on treatment.16

British Health Ministers are saying that the virus is spread-
ing too fast to contain in the regions of London and the 
West Midlands. The government has already told health 
officials in two areas that they may have to discontinue the 
containment measures of lab testing and contact tracking, 
in order to focus on administering treatments.17

Canadian First Nations  
Declare State of Emergency

Manitoba’s First Nations chiefs have declared a state of 
emergency due to the spread of the H1N1 virus through-
out their indigenous communities. The announcement 
comes as First Nations chiefs continue battling federal 
officials over delays in getting medical supplies to their 
communities. 12 Needed supplies include items such as 
hand sanitizer, a very important preventative supply in 
First Nations communities which lack running water 
in most homes. There was outcry earlier this week over 
reports that the federal government delayed issuing hand 
sanitizer to the communities over concern that they con-
tained alcohol. They were reportedly debating the affects 
it would have on these communities with high alcohol 
addiction rates.13 

Thursday, Canada’s Prime Minister stated that government 
officials are “very concerned” about the high incidence rate 
of the H1N1 virus being witnessed in aboriginal commu-
nities, in particular Manitoba.14 Canada has the world’s 
third most confirmed cases of the virus and the total num-
ber of cases in Manitoba has sharply risen to 517 cases as 
of Wednesday.15

Chilean Hospitals  
Reaching Capacity

Wednesday afternoon, the Chilean government announced 
it will be suspending all non-emergency appointments at 
public health care facilities in order to help ease pressures 
on facilities reaching patient capacities. This announce-
ment came a day after Argentina enacted the same type 
of measures in suspending all non-emergency surgeries. 
Waiting lines at public hospitals have been reported to 
be seven hours, while private clinics have reported four 
hour waits.18 Chile has confirmed 5,186 cases of the virus, 
including seven deaths.19

Manitoba Cumulative Confirmed Cases 

Source: PHAC (2009)
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Indicates or portends higher 
transmission, transmissability, 
and/or virulence of the disease

Indicates or promotes
heightened fear of the disease

Expected to exacerbate
disease impacts

No Net 
Change

No Net 
Effect

No Net 
Impact

Indicates or portends lower 
transmission, transmissability, 

and/or virulence of the disease

Indicates or promotes 
lower fear of the disease

Expected to mitigate 
disease impacts 

Physical Evolution
How significant is the development with respect to 
the evolution, transmissability, and virulence of the 
disease?

Perception
How significant is the development with respect to 
perceptions of threat (i.e., fears of the disease)?

Response/Reaction
To what degree does the response help or hinder 
the effort to mitigate the impacts the disease?

-2 0 2

-2 0 2

Bio-era's judgement regarding the extent to which a development is positive or negative for: (1) the 
physical evolution of the disease, (2) perceptions of the disease, and (3) future disease event impacts.

Bio-era's meter weighing the extent to which daily developments 
are positive or negative in regard to: (1) the physical evolution of 
the disease, (2) perceptions of the disease, and (3) future 
disease event impacts.

Negative Developments Positive Developments

Bio-era's meter weighing the extent to which daily developments 
are positive or negative in regard to: (1) the physical evolution of 
the disease, (2) perceptions of the disease, and (3) future 
disease event impacts.

Negative Developments Positive Developments

Athletes Must Be Tested for 
World University Games

Serbia, the host of next month’s World University Games, 
is going to require all athletes to provide documented 
evidence that they do not have the H1N1 virus. Athletes 
that do not have a certificate stating they have tested nega-
tive will be quarantined. The Deputy Prime Minister also 
stated that all athletes and fans will be tested daily for 
symptoms in an effort to limit the spread of the virus. The 
World University Games is an international multi-sport 
event involving competitors from 142 countries that takes 
place July 1-12.20 The announcement came after Serbia 
confirmed its first case of the H1N1 virus in a man return-
ing from Argentina on Wednesday. 

Chile Cumulative Confirmed Cases 

Source: WHO (2009)
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